
Teach a parent: This units concepts : 
Planetary Motion  

Structure of the Sun 
Structure of the Earth 

 Help your parent become an expert !  
       Be sure they write what they have learned from your teaching 

Parent Response 
1. _____ I'm not sure my child really understands, therefore,  I don't either.  
            Please work with him/her and let's try again.   
2. _____ The concept was explained thoroughly with effective examples he/she created.  
              "By golly, I think they've got it!"    
3. _____ WOW! My child did an exceptional job! It was logically explained, therefore I caught 
 on immediately and feel confident about teaching it to others. The self-created examples  
were a perfect fit. My child even asked me a question at the end to make sure I understood.  
I believe my child could effectively teach this concept to others.  
 
Parent Signature:_________________________  Date: _______  
Mom or Dad Comments:  P lease exp la i n how your s tudent t aught you  
th is concept and what you learned i n 2 -3 sen tences f or  each    
* This is critical for them to receive full points 
Planetary Motion :_______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Structure of the Sun _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Structure of the Earth ___________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Additional notes: _________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
Chapter 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw, Label (summarize info) & Color the  
Structure of the Sun (pg433) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Draw Label (summarize info) & Color the 
Structure of the Earth (pg439) 

Name: _____________________  Pd___ 
Parent Signature of completion: 
________________________________ 
    

Science Number: 

8 



Vocabulary: Section 1 
Word/pg Definition: Book or your words 

Solar system ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

nebula ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Solar nebula ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

planetesimal ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

rotation ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

orbit ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Revolution 
&  
 

period of 
revolution 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

ellipse ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Astronomical 
unit 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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Section 2: The Sun: Our Very Own Star 
1. Look at figure 9 on page 433. Label the sun’s layers from the outside.  

Write 1 fact about each layer. 

a) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

b) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

c) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

d) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

e) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

f) ________________________: 
_______________________________________________ 

2. Read the section titled Activity on the Sun’s Surface. What are sunspots? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

Section 3: The Earth Takes Shape 

 Look at figure 17 on pg 439. Define each of the 3 layers of the earth. 

1) Crust:__________________________________________________ 

2) Mantle:_________________________________________________ 

3) Core:___________________________________________________ 

3. Skim pages 440-442. How did the Earth’s composition change over time? 
______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 

4. According to the section titled Oceans and Continents on page 443, 
 the oceans probably formed early on Earth, by about 4 billion years 
 ago.  How and when did the continents begin to appear?   

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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Vocabulary: Section 2 & 3 
Word/pg Definition: Book or your words 
Corona ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Chromosphere ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Photosphere ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Connective 
Zone 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Radiative 
Zone 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Nuclear fusion 
 

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

sunspot ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Crust ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

Core ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

mantle ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Chapter 17: Formation of the Solar System Pages 422-447 

Section 1: A Solar System is Born 
5. What is a nebula? 

____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

6. Look at figure 2 on page 425. What 2 forces balance each other to keep a  
nebula of dust and gas from collapsing or flying apart?  
__________________ and __________________ 

7. Look at figure 3 on pages 426-427. Copy the steps below (summarize)  

1) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

4) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

5) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

6) _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

8. Why does the composition of giant gas planets differ from that of the rocky 
inner planets? ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

9. Copy figure 5 on page 429 in the box below. Be sure to label rotation, 
revolution, and orbit. 

 

 

 

 

10. Look at figure 7 on page 431.  Read the paragraph next to it. On what properties 
does the force of gravity between two objects depend? 
_______________________ and _______________________ 
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